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Royal Speech®

Given to the audience of well-wishers
On the occasion of the Royal Birthday Anniversary
At the Dusidalai Hall, Chitralada Villa, Dusit Palace
On Monday, December 4, 1978

This afternoon’s meeting has been a traditional function for many years but has
not received an official name except it has become unofficially known as the “Lesser
Audience”.  There is the “Grand Audience” at the Amarindr Hall, followed by the
“Lesser Audience” in this hall.  But this “Lesser Audience” has become grander than
the “Grand Audience” (laughter). And each year, inspiration for ideas came to me
from this function and from the words of good wishes expressed by Professor Prapas
Ouaychai®” whose name means “giving good wishes” (laughter).  Many ideas occurred
to me during this function and from the Professor’s good wishes. | don’t know what
to talk about first.

| must begin with the idea that occurred to me on arriving here, before entering
this hall.  There were lines of well-wishers out there, and they told me that inside,
it was full; they could not get in; they had to remain outside. Last year, | already
made an observation that those outside complained that they could not go inside;
as for those inside, they perhaps did not verbally complain, but their bodies did
(laughter); their bodies probably complained that inside, it was so crowded and hot
that they could faint. It could be concluded that those outside want to be inside,
and those who are inside want to be outside (laughter).  This is the first thing
that | have found out today, at this function, namely that the satisfaction of everyone

is not enduring.

Those who came today, outside as well as inside, had requested their presence

by sending a letter though the Royal Secretariat or through their acquaintances, which

@ Revised and translated by His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great.

@ President of the National Legislature.



resulted in a long list which contained | don’t know how many groups, because | have
not counted them (laughter).  In the past years, | used to count them but then forgot
how many there were (laughter).  Anyway, this year, | have learned that there are
about 5,000 persons in all.  Of these 5,000 persons, | do not know what is in each
one’s heart, but in principle or officially — we must consider it official because today’s

function is official — each one has indicated the desire to come.

They have not been forced to come, but it is possible that some may have
come just because they belong to a group, and they feel obliged to join the group,
or this or that person has been chosen by the group or the association.  Some of them
might not want to come (laughter), but on the whole, in principle, everyone wants to
come personally, of his own free will.  Therefore, you all come freely and gleefully,
all prepared to present your good wishes, because you want to. It follows that the
good wishes expressed by Professor Prapas in your name are sincere wishes, and they

are highly auspicious.

If the wishes are formulated conventionally, that is, you just follow the crowd,
otherwise it might look improper, you might lose face (laughter), or you might be
unfashionable, and disloyal... If it is only for these reasons, the wishes would not
be so auspicious, but if they are given wholeheartedly, they will be effective and
auspicious. At first, you came with real intention to come.  Then, when you entered
this place, some of you had to wait quite a long time, sometimes for hours, feeling
stiff, feeling bored, the initial intention probably began to dwindle, especially when you
have to stand packed in here feeling uncomfortable.  Physical discomfort can also lead
to mental discomfort.  The mental state changes all the time. It must be admitted
that there are perpetual changes in the mind and the body. Sometimes people are
not aware of it.  Some of you could think you come here today to bring your good
wishes in a joyful spirit because you want these wishes to be happy and joyful ones
so that the one who receives the wishes will be happy and joyful. In turn, when the
receiver is happy and joyful, he will be able to return these wishes to the givers and

the community, for their own joy and happiness.

Once you came in here, you subsequently began to feel stiff, hot, and ill at
ease; your good intention may have declined. | do not blame you; | just want to
make a comment, and | am perhaps a little afraid that, if | speak any further, it may
prolong your discomfort, and if your physical discomfort is prolonged, it may affect your
state of mind which may turn into distress and suffering.  Instead of the good wishes,
which | have already received — | am, in fact, receiving them every second — it may

become a negative feeling. Instead of being good wishes, it may become a



resentment as to why | talk for a long time (laughter), resulting in your having to
stand for a long time bearing this physical and mental torture.  However, | beg you
to bear this torture a little longer (laughter), because physical and mental torture
can give food for thought if you have some patience. So | want you to hold on to
your patience as you have willingly come; please keep that willingness for just a little

while longer.

When we see something, or encounter any situation, or hear anything, ideas
will occur to us.  Just now, as Professor Prapas formulated the good wishes on your
behalf, ideas also came to me. Many ideas occurred; one idea was that Professor
Prapas was striving to put a tag or a name on each of your groups, very laboriously and
with great difficulty, because there are many different groups inside and outside; some
are associations; some are organizations.  Professor Prapas began with the bureaucrats
military personnel, police, and civil servants.  This is classifying people into categories;
if we want to classify people into categories, accurately and thoroughly, it will be very

tedious and almost impossible.

A moment ago, an official from the Royal Secretariat has already announced
the list of the groups — and | already told you that | had not counted how many they
were; they must be in the hundreds.  To be really exact, he should have announced
each of the 5,000 persons present here.  Five thousand would take a long time; we
would not have time to stand here looking at each other (laughter).  Anyhow, Professor
Prapas has announced, with great difficulty and with fear that he would be accused
of having missed out this or that group present here. In the past, there have been
some omissions.  This time, it seems that he has been very thorough (laughter).
Anyway, it shows that you represent various groups; some of you even represent
different groups; | saw that some of you took a bow many times (laughter).  Everybody

can have many functions.

If one wants a complete coverage, instead of mentioning all members of the civil
service or the committees of this or that association, it would be better to mention
just the group of Thai people (laughter). It means that it would not be necessary to
mention the nationality or the religion of anybody; everybody would be Thai people.
Even if there are some foreigners on some occasions, these foreigners consider
themselves as Thai too; they consider this country their home, and that they are at
home. It means that if “we” or “all of Your Majesty’s subjects” is used, it will
comprise the whole audience. This leads me to another thought. In fact, | have
thought about it before, not just now. All those who came today have different

professions and occupations. In fact, even your faces are different, individually,



but, coming here today, you all have the same purpose, that is, to bring me good

wishes, and that makes me happy.

In his speech, Professor Prapas expressed his concern, a greater concern than
the one about the classification of today’s audience. That worry is about the
security of our country. | understand that Professor Prapas is very concerned, and you
are all very concerned too, because Professor Prapas spoke on your behalf, having
been delegated to express your feelings of concern and the determination of doing

each and everyone’s duty.

In usual practice, it is often declared, “All of Your Majesty’s subjects vow to
do our duty with selfless determination, honesty, and sincerity.”  This is a standard
expression.  If it is done with conviction and full knowledge of the meaning of
these words, it is a worthy thing. However, this conviction is very difficult to
acknowledge because we are overwhelmed by this conventional expression.
It is often said, “We are ¢oing to work with integrity.” It is generally believed
that “integrity” means no swindling, no corruption, no stealing, no dishonesty.
It is easier said than done, because some actions are not really stealing, not
corruption, not outright dishonesty, but they may induce others to be dishonest,
or it may not be outwardly dishonest but inside, it may be dishonest, or inwardly, it may
not be dishonest, but outwardly, it may be dishonest.  Taking a vow must be done

with conviction, and full appreciation of the meaning of the words.

| occasionally tell stories; those who are regular attenders (laughter) have
heard me tell stories many times, sometimes repeating myself. | am thinking
of a story about the organs of the body who complained about one single organ,
namely the stomach, that all the stomach did was eat while all other organs had to
work and toil.  In fact, in this story, it has been misconstrued that the stomach is an
individual and the other organs, such as the limbs, or the head are separate members.
In fact, if the different organs do not stay together, or do not do their respective duties,
the whole body composing of all the members will not be able to survive.  Some may
survive, like in the case of an accident wher an arm is lost; life can go on.  However,

the quality of that life is not full; the body is not complete; it cannot fully work.

For each one of you, as individuals or as members of a group, you must work
with integrity, without squabbles, without deceit.  This line of thought is applicable
to the body. If the body has what we could call unity, if all parts of the body are
united, the situation is under control, life will be normal.  If any part is defective, there
will be trouble, some serious, some not so serious. Sometimes, when even a

minute part is defective, not working in concert, or out of control, the whole body will
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obviously collapse, because the whole system is out of order, out of control.  Life can

no longer exist: the body cannot survive.

We all have our duties; we may have part in slowing the progress of the main
body, that is the nation. We may also help to develop the main body, that is,
the nation.  Some who work constructively can help significantly in the development
of the nation.  Even only one individual can make a significant contribution.  However
if one individual works in a destructive manner, that individual can also cause
destruction.  But as the nation is composed of a great number of individuals, one single
individual’s influence may not stand out, but | can guarantee that everyone who does
good things, meaning someone who does things that are good and constructive, and
refrain from bad and dishonest actions will contribute greatly to the community, even

though this may not be visible.

| would like to define the word “unity” as the effort of each one to do good
actions and to refrain from bad actions, striving for mutual understanding among
individuals.  Thus, if the nation is united, the nation will not crumble down; it will
be under control.  The word “control” is perhaps disliked, because it sounds like
“restriction”, or “confinement”, but in this case, “control” means “hold together” as a
nation.  If the nation exists, all the components of the nation will undoubtedly benefit.
It is the same with the body; if it is under control, every part will benefit, meaning that

the body will be healthy and able to live happily.

Having listened to and seen the expression of your concern about the situation
as well as your hopes about solidarity, I, therefore, speak in this manner.  Your show
of a cheerful spirit and the fact that you have been able to keep it up to now is
quite a feat. It is not easy, because you had to listen to the long list of associations
and organizations; you had to listen to Professor Prapas Ouaychai’s speech of
congratulations, and then you had to stand here, listening to remarks.  This is very
good indeed, and it is highly auspicious. | accept your perseverance, your patience,

and your good intentions as the best of wishes.

| have mentioned the word “torture”. Now you have been tortured long
enough, and you have proved your endurance. Although your muscles ached, you
felt bad and faint, you still endured.  That means that your wishes are effective, and if
your wishes are effective, they will in turn bounce back to you. May the wishes that
you brought to me which are still sustained return to you, so that you may meet with
good luck and success in all your activities to keep the main body (meaning the nation)
strong.  Thus, each one of you who are components of this main body will be strong

and happy. On this note, | terminate your torture.
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