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Abstract

Thesis Title Study of Baisrisukaun Ritualsot Lanna for Gultural

Reservation in Payao City Area

Researcher Maximus Provost Rak Mortar Company Forecast
Holds Currency Sakkakron

Degree Master of Arts

In the Program of Integrated Local Development

Year 2015

Principal Thesis Advisor Associate Professor Dr. Seri Phongpit

Associate Thesis Advisor Dr.Kwan Sanguansermsri

The purposes of this research were to study Bai-See Su Kwan Ceremony in
MuangPhayao city municipality to conserve Thai tradition and to study the stakeholders’
behaviors concerning the conservation of this ritual in two aspects; making the local Bai-See Su
Kwan and its methods to conserve. In this qualitative research, the in-depth interview and
observation techniques were used with five villagers as a representative from five communities as
well as two ceremony leaders. Those interviewees have been living in'Phayao city municipality.

The findings showed that making local Bai-See Su Kwan has still interested a lot of
local people living in MuangPhayao city municipality;thus, making local Bai-See Su Kwan is
generally seen in every community. Additionally, a number of educational institutions and other
organizations have recognized the traditional values of Bai-See Su Kwan ceremony for the
community; as a result, the methods and instruction how to make it for paying homage have been
emerged for youth and other people. Those, hence, would learn not only that the ceremony plays
an important role for their living but also its values and meaningfulness. Bai-See Su Kwan is
merely made in the ritual taken place by the ritual leader who used to be ordained as a monk and
is accepted by local people to hold the ritual. One of the ritual leader’s qualifications is that he
behaves in morally. It could be seen that once there is a ritual, Bai-See Su Kwan will be made.

The means to conserve Bai-See Su Kwan ceremony are in the form of video recording

and publishing into a document so that they are distributed to any institutions for publicity. In



terms of its purposes, Bai-See Su Kwan is used for, for example, paying homage to the Buddha
statue, spirit house as well as sacred deities and gods that protect humans from all omens.
Therefore, some family serving for hire to make Bai-See Su Kwan for every purposes of usage
could earn good income. The aforementioned hire could be considered as a “conservative
vocation”.

The instruction of making Bai-See Su Kwan administered by any institutions is also
considered as a cultural reservation. Bai-See Su Kwan is made of banana leave vessel decorated
with many kinds of leaf.

Making Bai-See Su Kwan by using banana leave vessel for the competition in
Loykrathong festival all over Thailand is also considered as a cultural reservation. Moreover, Bai-
See Su Kwan is used as a tribute to ask for apology from the water goddess for having used and
sometimes made rivers and canals dirty.

The research instrument used in this study is an unstructured interview and
observation. The questions in the interview were scoped relevant to Bai-See Su Kwan, and the
answers were analyzed in order that the results would be neutral. The investigation of problems
about local wisdom including the behaviors of those villagers is collected according to the
research objectives.

The‘findings were that, first of all, those who are able to make Bai-See Su Kwan were
females working as-a homemaker and being self-employed with Prathom six of education
graduation and having 10.to 40 years of experiences in making it-Making Bai-See Su Kwan by
those females stemmed from their/interest, and they seriously make it for a living. Those females
learned how to make it from the local experts. In addition, those people in the community of
MuangPhayao city municipality have recognized the values and meaningfulness of the local Bai-
See Su Kwan ceremony. Furthermore, the people have been reserving the ritual as the precious
local wisdom from their most creative ancestor, so that Bai-See Su Kwan is still beneficial to not

only the community but also Thai artisans.
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