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Abstract

Thesis Title The restoration and conservation process of community
forest for ecological balance at Ban Luang community
village No 6 Long Khot subdistrict Phrao district

in Chiang Mai province.

Researcher Narawan Mahawan

Degree Master of Arts

In the Program of Integrated Local Development
Year 2016

Principal Thesis Advisor Dr. Songserm Seangthong
Associate Thesis Advisor Dr. Krissana Kapheak

This research aims (1) to study the context of the community and community forests of
Ban Luang; (2) to study the application of local wisdom to forest conservation and reforestation
by the Ban Luang community; and (3) to study the process of conversation and restoration of
community forests for ecological balance.

This study is a qualitative research project based on-—qualitative descriptions.
The researcher selected a specific target population consisting. of 30 people separated into 2
groups, (1) community ‘leaders and (2) participating and benefiting members of the community.
The study was conducted using (1) in-depth interviews, (2) participatory observation, and (3)
non-participatory observation. Data was collected and analyzed in 2 forms, (1) secondary data
and (2) primary data, which were composed using qualitative descriptions to analyze the
correlations between the incidents.

Study results found historical evidence indicating that the community has been
established for a long time and is a major upstream flowing into the Mae Ngat Somboon Chon
Dam and upper Ping River. This resulted in collaborations between temples, communities and
government sectors for maintenance of the forests around the Wat Prathat Doi Wiang Chai
Mongkol area, consisting of over 2,500 rai. The implementation of local wisdom with modern

knowledge and technology for community forest conservation and reforestation were found.



Conservation methods based on local wisdom consist of: (1) Buddhist teachings on the Phaya
Matcha Pla Son (the King Snakehead Fish); (2) forest or tree ordination and deeming the area as
an animal sanctuary; (3) ceremonial offerings to the Khun Nam spirit; (4) paying homage to the
abandoned Wat Nong Kong Kam Temple; and (5) the propagation and breeding of plants and
vegetation. Reforestation methods implementing local wisdom consist of: (1) planting trees in the
community forests; (2) building dams; (3) constructing forest fire lines; and (4) creating forest
buffer zones. The community is involved in every process and respect rules and regulations,
resulting in sustainable ecological balance.

Policy recommendations: (1) promote forest conservation and reforestation methods
that implement local wisdom and impose development plans for communities and sub-districts;
(2) promote the study of community forests as eco-tourism and assign an expert lecturer; (3)
design and promote academic courses on the conservation of natural resources; (4) design training
courses and compile resource conservation booklets; and (5) encourage the planting of trees with
economic value, reforestation and afforestation for ecological restoration.

Suggestions for further study: (1) research the biodiversity and genetic conservation of
local plants for ecological balance; (2) research the sustainable values and benefits of natural
resources; and (3) research methods of participation and networking in terms of natural resource

conservation.

Keywords : Community forest conservation and reforestation, ecological balance
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